Richardson Olmsted Complex Master Plan
Public Meeting
January 27, 2009
6:00 PM
Performing Arts Center at Rockwell Hall
14213
The following report is a summary of the Richardson Olmsted Complex public meeting on January 27, 2009. This is the
second public meeting held since work on the Master Plan began, following the August 12, 2008 public meeting.
This report includes the following:
•
The meeting agenda.
•
A summary of the presentation of the Master Plan elements, including the Architecture and Visitor Center.
•
A summary of the public input received at the meeting during the questions and comments period.
•
A summary of the comment cards from the audience.
The following are attachments to this report:
•
The full set of transcribed comment cards.
•
The handout given to each attendee of the meeting.
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Summary
Agenda Item: Welcome and Introduction
Discussion and Conclusions:
Richardson Center Corporation (RCC) Trustee Eva Hassett welcomed the nearly 250 community members in
attendance and introduced the co-chairs of the Community Advisory Group (CAG).
Co-chairs of the Community Advisory Group , Gregory M. Patterson-Tanski of the 4 The Neighbors Block Club and Max
Willig of the Grant-Amherst Business Association, provided an overview of the CAG, summarized below:
The Mission of the Community Advisory Group:
•
Advise the Richardson Center Corporation regarding community values.
•
Facilitate the process of broad public engagement throughout the planning process.
•
Review the Master Plan products as they are produced with public comments.
How the Community Advisory Group was formed:
•
Representatives were invited by the RCC Board to join the group.
•
Potential Representatives were selected from lists of people from:
o Urban Land Institute studies and interviews.
o Previous public meetings.
•
Additional representatives were added based upon recommendations from the Community Advisory Group.
Community Advisory Group meetings:
•
The CAG met five times leading up to the January 27, 2009 public meeting.
•
The CAG solicited feedback about the Master Plan from their constituencies and represented that feedback at
the CAG meetings.
•
The CAG will continue to meet and act as a conduit of information between the public, the RCC, and the
consultants.
Community Advisory Group representatives include:
•
Cultural Organizations
•
Buffalo Psychiatric Center
•
Community Business Organizations
•
Community/Neighborhood Groups
•
Historic Preservation
•
City of Buffalo
•
Buffalo State College Student Representative
The Community Vision:
•
The Community Advisory Group helped prepare a Community Vision report to inform the Master Plan efforts.
•
The Community Vision report included seven community-held goals for the Master Plan:
o Benefit the people living in adjacent neighborhoods.
o Help revitalize and compliment the surrounding community.
o Allow the site to be publicly accessible.
o Provide a framework for rehabilitating the historic Richardson Olmsted Complex.
o Better integrate the Buffalo Psychiatric Center with the Richardson Olmsted Complex.
o Gain broad community acceptance of the Master Plan.
o Implement the Master Plan!
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Agenda Item: Overview and Updates
Discussion and Conclusions:
RCC Trustee Chris Greene presented an overview of work in progress, including a review of the mission of the RCC.
The mission of the RCC is to rehabilitate the historic complex to be a crowning jewel of a mixed-use, multi-purpose
civic campus of public and private activities. Planning efforts have concentrated on the entire site in order to develop a
cohesive plan. The Buffalo Psychiatric Center will remain on the site and is working collaboratively with the RCC to
best integrate it with the Master Plan.
The RCC is undertaking a series of important studies to set the foundation for a realistic plan that can be implemented.
These began with the Urban Land Institute Report, Historic Structures and Cultural Landscape Reports. The RCC, with
consultants, is currently working on the Master Plan and Architecture and Visitor Center exhibit program.
There are several next steps. These planning studies will be used to inform the next steps of design and development
for the Complex. The RCC Board is in the process of determining the Architecture and Visitor Center location and any
building modifications. The next public meeting will be the Generic Environmental Impact Statement (GEIS) scoping
meeting in March, followed by a final Master Plan meeting in May.
Monica Pellegrino Faix from the RCC presented updates on ongoing stabilization efforts.
Complete:
•
Sealing Roofs (4 buildings)
•
Fencing around Building 43
•
October Storm Tree removal
•
Building 43 Stabilization
•
Connector 42 -43
•
Connector 39 -40
Underway:
•
Electrical power
•
Lighting and smoke
•
detection
•
Connector 38 -49 and 40 -42
Security improvements are ongoing.
The next steps in stabilization include:
•
Prevent further deterioration.
•
Prepare a “Vanilla Box”- an intact, safe, and clean building shell.
•
Tenant fit out – prepare the interior for a tenant.
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Agenda item: Architecture and Visitor Center
Discussion and Conclusions:
James Cathgarte of Appelbaum & Associates presented an overview of the visualized concept study for the proposed
architecture and visitor center. The central concept for the project: The “Collection”, The City of Buffalo itself. The
Architecture and Visitor Center will celebrate Buffalo’s 200 years of world-class architecture and urban design.
The architecture and visitor center may include three main stories and accompanying themes:
1. Our City – Discovering the city and regional attractions; its society, geography, culture, and heritage from the
past, present and future. Themes include:
a. The City Today.
b. The City Changes.
c. Buffalo Central.
2. Our architecture, buildings, architects, and landscape – Exploring Buffalo and the region’s architecture,
including its architects, buildings, architectural styles, skills, and materials. Themes include:
a. Our architecture.
b. Buildings.
c. Architects.
d. Landscape.
3. The building – interpreting the H.H Richardson building; the Olmsted-Vaux grounds, Kirkbride mental health
treatment, as well as life at the hospital in the earlier days. Themes include:
a. The building and grounds.
b. The hospital.
In addition, there was a brief discussion of programming of outdoor space—outdoor art and exhibits, sound and light
shows.

Agenda Item: The Master Plan
Discussion and Conclusions:
Davis Gamble of Chan Krieger Sieniewicz and John Kett from Reed Hilderbrand presented updates to the Master Plan.
THE PROGRAM: MARKET AND OPPORTUNITY USES.
Four types of market uses for the complex were studied. They include retail, office, residential, and hotel.
•
Retail was determined not to be viable Based upon market studies.
•
Office space was determined not to be a likely use, unless it is office space built out for a predetermined user.
•
There is a market for apartments, townhomes, senior/assisted housing, and special focus housing.
•
There is a market for boutique, high end hotel space of up to 150 rooms. There is limited supply and high
occupancy rates of existing higher end hotels in the city, suggesting there is a market need for such additional
hotel space. There would be beneficial synergies between hotel space, conference space, and the Architecture
and Visitor Center.
•
Opportunity uses include civic, academic, cultural, and office spaces related to the other uses.
“THE PROJECT”
•
The proposed core project includes an architecture and visitor center, a boutique hotel, and conference space.
A preliminary expanded project can include art space and Buffalo State College uses.
•
These different uses can share a unified identity; “The ROC” (Richardson Olmsted Complex).
LANDSCAPE DESIGN
Three principles will guide landscape decisions, and include:
•
Develop a landscape that serves the contemporary needs of the community – a park.
•
Respect the historic intent of a unified therapeutic landscape for residents of the site and its community.
•
Reestablish the historic zones of character of the property.
Components of the landscape include:
•
Circulation
o Unify and rationalize the vehicular circulation system.
o Establish an independent pedestrian path network.
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•
•

o Integrate parking, make it visually recessive, and utilize park roads for parking..
Vegetation
o Re-establish a full and healthy tree canopy.
Views
o Preserve and enhance historic views and viewsheds.

Two landscape alternatives were presented:
•
Scheme A – Circuits
o The circuits alternative includes water elements such as rain gardens and swales and connected loop
drives.
•
Scheme B - Courts
The courts alternative is focused on two loop drive entrances on the north and south side of the tower building. It also
includes tree plantations on the northern side of the site. The potential for economically viable use for part of the outer
lands as a commercial nursery to supply tree-planting efforts in the City was also proposed. OSTS AND PRIORITIES
The Baseline plan includes five objectives and is estimated to cost $46.2 million:
•
Rationalize the Site
•
Building Stabilization
•
Prioritize Landscape Investment
•
Building Reuse
•
Public Access
The consultant team presented a matrix for determining priorities for rehabilitating the Complex. Cost is an important
factor when determining priorities.

Agenda Item: Questions and Discussion
Discussion and Conclusions:
The audience was asked a series of clicker poll questions to gauge their views of the presentation and to start a
discussion about the Master Plan. The questions, polling results, and comments are below.
WHERE DO YOU LIVE?
1. Adjacent neighborhoods (47%)
2. Other Buffalo neighborhood (26%)
3. Other Erie County community (22%)
4. None of the above (5%)
HOW OLD ARE YOU?
1. Under 20 years (2%)
2. 20 –40 years (33%)
3. 41 –60 years (42%)
4. Over 60 years (23%)
HOW WELL HAVE THE RCC AND THE MASTER PLAN TEAM PROVIDED APPROPRIATE INFORMATION TO THE
PUBLIC?
1. Very well (63%)
2. Somewhat (28%)
3. Poorly (2%)
4. Don’t know (7%)
HOW WELL DO THE PROPOSALS ADDRESS THE GOALS DESCRIBED BY THE COMMUNITY VISION?
1. Very well (67%)
2. Somewhat (26%)
3. Poorly (3%)
4. Don’t know (4%)

Comments and questions included:
•
Better Integrate the Buffalo Psychiatric Center with the Complex
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How does “ROC” interact with the Buffalo Psychiatric Center?
Interpretation of the history of mental health treatment is a good idea, but seems absent in proposals
at this point; there was no concrete representation of it in the presentation.
Help Revitalize and Compliment the Surrounding Community
o How does the project reach out and improve surrounding neighborhoods?
o How are the opposite sides of Forest Avenue and Grant Street addressed?
o The Roycroft Campus in East Aurora can be a model for integrating the neighborhood with the
Complex.
Provide a Framework for Rehabilitating the Historic Richardson Olmsted Complex
o Green design and sustainable principles should be considered when renovating the buildings.
o Are parking garages underground feasible?
o Angled parking on Elmwood and Forest would solve parking problems for local businesses.
o How will visitor parking be addressed? ( It can be addressed through parallel parking on the streets
within the grounds)
Gain Broad Community Acceptance of the Master Plan
o This was a great meeting – “as good as it gets” for public meetings.
o The presentation should be given to neighborhood children since they will use the site often.
o
o

•

•

•

HOW WELL DO THE PROPOSALS FOR BUILDING USES SATISFY PUBLIC ASPIRATIONS?
1. Very well (49%)
2. Somewhat (39%)
3. Poorly (5%)
4. Don’t know (7%)
Comments and questions included:
•
A center for public landscape would be an appropriate use.
•
A functioning architecture school would be appropriate.
•
The architecture space in the museum is not exciting. There is concern that the architecture center will divert
resources from other cultural organizations in the region that need money.
•
Dismissing office space is a mistake. Architecture firms, law firms and environmental firms would love to have
office on site.
HOW WELL DO THE PROPOSALS SATISFY PUBLIC ASPIRATIONS FOR REHABILITATING THE LANDSCAPE?
1. Very well (62%)
2. Somewhat (31%)
3. Poorly (5%)
4. Don’t know (2%)
Comments and questions included:
•
Surface parking is a major concern that will diminish the integrity of the landscape.
WHAT LANDSCAPE PROPOSAL DO YOU PREFER?
1. Landscape circuits (55%)
2. Landscape courts (15%)
3. Neither (5%)
4. Both (12%)
5. Don’t know (14%)
The audience was asked why they favored landscape circuits. Responses included:
•
There is no surface parking next to buildings.
•
There are open connections to the surrounding neighborhoods.
•
It feels like Olmsted.
DO YOU AGREE WITH THE PRIORITIES IDENTIFIED IN THE PRESENTATION?
1. Yes (64%)
2. No (14%)
3. Maybe (15%)
4. Don’t know (7%)
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Agenda Item: Questions and Discussion
Discussion and Conclusions:
Each attendee was given a comment card and asked to write down comments about the meeting and the Richardson
Olmsted Complex Master Plan and return the completed comment card to the Master Plan team for analysis. The
following is a summary of the feedback provided on the comment cards:
CIRCULATION AND PARKING:
•
Promote public transit and discourage parking.
•
Promoting walking can help with health related problems.
•
Provide access to surrounding communities, especially for students not from the area.
•
Repair Rees Street and possibly provide parking there.
•
If Buffalo State College parking is removed, where will it be relocated?
•
The idea of angled parking along the Elmwood Avenue and Forest Avenue has merit.
•
There should be no parking in the South lawn area.
•
The Common Council of Buffalo passed legislation designating Forest Avenue from Rees Street to Lincoln
Parkway a “Designated Walkway”. No parking lots can be built on that land.
SUSTAINABILITY:
•
Green building design techniques should be utilized to help save energy costs.
•
Reestablish any hydrology on the landscape in conjunction with reestablishing the natural hydrology of
Scajaquada Creek through Delaware Park.
•
The Niagara Parks Commission in Ontario is planning a native species nursery for trees. This may be a good
source of trees for the Richardson Olmsted Complex.
HISTORICAL INTEGRITY:
•
Maintain the historic designs of the buildings.
•
The road/entry concept in the “courts” alternative is more consistent with original entry from Forest Drive.
BUILDINGS AND USES:
•
Architecture and Visitor Center
o The concept plan for the Architecture and Visitor Center may be too detailed for this stage.
o Buffalo needs an anchor, a one stop place to orient outsiders, especially as we begin to be a tourist
attraction. This can be a great starting point for architectural tourism.
o Buffaloah.com is a website that promotes Buffalo’s history and can be incorporated into the center.
•
Potential building uses include: Healing arts university (art, dance, architecture, yoga and homeopathy), church,
psychiatric museum, medical museum, craft mall, paranormal research, tours, concerts/dances, and an
extension of Historical Society.
•
Private development is important.
•
Reuse the greenhouse for gardens.
•
Rebuild the 3 eastern buildings.
MISCELLANEOUS:
•
The “ROC” concept is very appealing.
•
Patients from the Buffalo Psychiatric Center can help garden on the site.
•
Information regarding the project has not been well disseminated outside of the central city.
•
Public access should be the highest and most immediate priority.
•
Avoid programmatic overlap with other local institutions.
•
There should be a water feature in the northwest corner of the Complex in the circuits alternative.
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Agenda Item: Next Steps and Closing Remarks
Discussion and Conclusions:
•
•
•

The next public meeting will be the Generic Environmental Impact Statement (GEIS) scoping meeting in
early March.
The Community Advisory Group will continue to meet and welcomes any feedback the public may have
regarding the Master Plan.
Additional resources about the Richardson Olmsted Complex and the Master Plan, as well as a chance to
comment about today’s presentation, are available on the Richardson Center Corporation Website:
www.richardson-olmsted.com. You may also send comments to comments@richardson-olmsted.com or call
the RCC at 716-849-6070.
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Richardson Olmsted Complex Public Meeting
Transcription of All Comment Cards
January 27, 2009

Richardson Olmsted Complex Public Meeting - Comment Card
January 27, 2009 (use the front and back of this card)
•

Regarding the visitor’s center: too much detail for a ‘concept plan’.
Interesting, nevertheless.

Additional resources about the Richardson Olmsted Complex and the Master Plan, as well as a chance to
comment about today’s presentation, are available on the Richardson Center Corporation Website:
www.richardson-olmsted.com. You may also send comments to comments@richardson-olmsted.com or call
the RCC at 716-849-6070.

Richardson Olmsted Complex Public Meeting - Comment Card
January 27, 2009 (use the front and back of this card)

•

I love the fact that you’re still holding onto the concept of some
‘private development’. The project will fail without it.

Additional resources about the Richardson Olmsted Complex and the Master Plan, as well as a chance to
comment about today’s presentation, are available on the Richardson Center Corporation Website:
www.richardson-olmsted.com. You may also send comments to comments@richardson-olmsted.com or call
the RCC at 716-849-6070.

Richardson Olmsted Complex Public Meeting - Comment Card
January 27, 2009 (use the front and back of this card)

•

The building’s history makes a lot of what it is; keep it original
(we don’t what it looks like inside-keep the original design intact)

Additional resources about the Richardson Olmsted Complex and the Master Plan, as well as a chance to
comment about today’s presentation, are available on the Richardson Center Corporation Website:
www.richardson-olmsted.com. You may also send comments to comments@richardson-olmsted.com or call
the RCC at 716-849-6070.

Richardson Olmsted Complex Public Meeting - Comment Card
January 27, 2009 (use the front and back of this card)

•

This is my second meeting-the progress from August is obvious.
Keep up the great work and the great communication with the
public. Very exciting.

Additional resources about the Richardson Olmsted Complex and the Master Plan, as well as a chance to
comment about today’s presentation, are available on the Richardson Center Corporation Website:
www.richardson-olmsted.com. You may also send comments to comments@richardson-olmsted.com or call
the RCC at 716-849-6070.

Richardson Olmsted Complex Public Meeting - Comment Card
January 27, 2009 (use the front and back of this card)

•
•

Parking encourages driving. Use of public transit is important and
useful for Buffalo- I agree with angled parking.
Student use and access is important. Makes them aware of
surroundings and appreciate Buffalo since many are not from
Buffalo.

Additional resources about the Richardson Olmsted Complex and the Master Plan, as well as a chance to
comment about today’s presentation, are available on the Richardson Center Corporation Website:
www.richardson-olmsted.com. You may also send comments to comments@richardson-olmsted.com or call
the RCC at 716-849-6070.

Richardson Olmsted Complex Public Meeting - Comment Card
January 27, 2009 (use the front and back of this card)
•

Part of your proposal through history sounded awfully similar to
areas the Buffalo and Erie County Historical Society already
covers well. I’m sure you will work with them and other relevant
institutions to avoid overlap. I want to encourage, actually urge,
you to do so.

Additional resources about the Richardson Olmsted Complex and the Master Plan, as well as a chance to
comment about today’s presentation, are available on the Richardson Center Corporation Website:
www.richardson-olmsted.com. You may also send comments to comments@richardson-olmsted.com or call
the RCC at 716-849-6070.

Richardson Olmsted Complex Public Meeting - Comment Card
January 27, 2009 (use the front and back of this card)

•

Niagara Parks Commission in Ontario is planning a native species
nursery for trees. Maybe source for tree stock and info. If nothing
else local exists.

Additional resources about the Richardson Olmsted Complex and the Master Plan, as well as a chance to
comment about today’s presentation, are available on the Richardson Center Corporation Website:
www.richardson-olmsted.com. You may also send comments to comments@richardson-olmsted.com or call
the RCC at 716-849-6070.

Richardson Olmsted Complex Public Meeting - Comment Card
January 27, 2009 (use the front and back of this card)

•

Healing Arts University is the first and foremost use for the
Richardson Towers and Olmsted land-use.

Additional resources about the Richardson Olmsted Complex and the Master Plan, as well as a chance to
comment about today’s presentation, are available on the Richardson Center Corporation Website:
www.richardson-olmsted.com. You may also send comments to comments@richardson-olmsted.com or call
the RCC at 716-849-6070.

Richardson Olmsted Complex Public Meeting - Comment Card
January 27, 2009 (use the front and back of this card)

•

Utilize solar power window blinds. This new technology saves
energy

Additional resources about the Richardson Olmsted Complex and the Master Plan, as well as a chance to
comment about today’s presentation, are available on the Richardson Center Corporation Website:
www.richardson-olmsted.com. You may also send comments to comments@richardson-olmsted.com or call
the RCC at 716-849-6070.

Richardson Olmsted Complex Public Meeting - Comment Card
January 27, 2009 (use the front and back of this card)
•

Community Garden: Labyrinth on North entrance groundsmaximize walking it’s a healing modally—it has invisible
influence on health: Psychological Centering Device

Additional resources about the Richardson Olmsted Complex and the Master Plan, as well as a chance to
comment about today’s presentation, are available on the Richardson Center Corporation Website:
www.richardson-olmsted.com. You may also send comments to comments@richardson-olmsted.com or call
the RCC at 716-849-6070.

Richardson Olmsted Complex Public Meeting - Comment Card
January 27, 2009 (use the front and back of this card)
•
•
•
•
•

Church adds to history
Psych Museum
Medical Museum
Craft mini-malls: Rolling Hills
Paranormal and ghosts

Additional resources about the Richardson Olmsted Complex and the Master Plan, as well as a chance to
comment about today’s presentation, are available on the Richardson Center Corporation Website:
www.richardson-olmsted.com. You may also send comments to comments@richardson-olmsted.com or call
the RCC at 716-849-6070.

Richardson Olmsted Complex Public Meeting - Comment Card
January 27, 2009 (use the front and back of this card)
•

Incorporate mental health activity: rehabilitate through recycling:
o Level 1: Community club house: recycling facility through
corporate sponsors “Pepsi” “Arizona Iced Tea”.
o Level 2: use exercise equipment to generate electricity
o Level 3: game room: chess, scrabble, and board games:
Gales Foundation sponsor

Additional resources about the Richardson Olmsted Complex and the Master Plan, as well as a chance to
comment about today’s presentation, are available on the Richardson Center Corporation Website:
www.richardson-olmsted.com. You may also send comments to comments@richardson-olmsted.com or call
the RCC at 716-849-6070.

Richardson Olmsted Complex Public Meeting - Comment Card
January 27, 2009 (use the front and back of this card)
<Key Priorities>
• Have you considered geo-thermal heating and cooling for the
buildings? We have a company in WNY –Caster Drilling- with
major experience in geo-thermal who could evaluate the potential.

Additional resources about the Richardson Olmsted Complex and the Master Plan, as well as a chance to
comment about today’s presentation, are available on the Richardson Center Corporation Website:
www.richardson-olmsted.com. You may also send comments to comments@richardson-olmsted.com or call
the RCC at 716-849-6070.

Richardson Olmsted Complex Public Meeting - Comment Card
January 27, 2009 (use the front and back of this card)
•
•

Display Buffaloah.com in the visitor/arch center as an orientation
to Buffalo’s architecture (use of website would be free)
DO NOT listen to criticism of visitor/arch center. Buffalo needs an
anchor, a one stop place to orient outsiders, especially as we begin
to be a tourist attraction.

Additional resources about the Richardson Olmsted Complex and the Master Plan, as well as a chance to
comment about today’s presentation, are available on the Richardson Center Corporation Website:
www.richardson-olmsted.com. You may also send comments to comments@richardson-olmsted.com or call
the RCC at 716-849-6070.

Richardson Olmsted Complex Public Meeting - Comment Card
January 27, 2009 (use the front and back of this card)
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Psychiatric Museum
Medical Museum
Craft Mall
Paranormal Research
Tours
Concerts/Dances
Extension of Historical Society

Additional resources about the Richardson Olmsted Complex and the Master Plan, as well as a chance to
comment about today’s presentation, are available on the Richardson Center Corporation Website:
www.richardson-olmsted.com. You may also send comments to comments@richardson-olmsted.com or call
the RCC at 716-849-6070.

Richardson Olmsted Complex Public Meeting - Comment Card
January 27, 2009 (use the front and back of this card)
•
•

Stronger road/entry concept in the “courts” alternative. Is more
consistent with original entry from Forest Drive.
ROC concept is very good with compatible and mutually
reinforcing uses. VAC could be great as departure point for
architectural tourism, as you stated.

Additional resources about the Richardson Olmsted Complex and the Master Plan, as well as a chance to
comment about today’s presentation, are available on the Richardson Center Corporation Website:
www.richardson-olmsted.com. You may also send comments to comments@richardson-olmsted.com or call
the RCC at 716-849-6070.

Richardson Olmsted Complex Public Meeting - Comment Card
January 27, 2009 (use the front and back of this card)
•

I would like to see the concept of re-establishing any hydrology be
done in conjunction with re-establishing the natural hydrology of
Scajaquada Creek through Delaware Park.

Additional resources about the Richardson Olmsted Complex and the Master Plan, as well as a chance to
comment about today’s presentation, are available on the Richardson Center Corporation Website:
www.richardson-olmsted.com. You may also send comments to comments@richardson-olmsted.com or call
the RCC at 716-849-6070.

Richardson Olmsted Complex Public Meeting - Comment Card
January 27, 2009 (use the front and back of this card)
•
•

Wonderful presentation!! I loved everything and hope that I can be
implemented!!
Bidwell Parkway Homeowner

Additional resources about the Richardson Olmsted Complex and the Master Plan, as well as a chance to
comment about today’s presentation, are available on the Richardson Center Corporation Website:
www.richardson-olmsted.com. You may also send comments to comments@richardson-olmsted.com or call
the RCC at 716-849-6070.

Richardson Olmsted Complex Public Meeting - Comment Card
January 27, 2009 (use the front and back of this card)
•

The street on the far western edge of the Complex is in bad shape.
Could that street be included in the plan somehow? Most of the
houses are unsalvageable and would be an excellent location if the
plan moves forward. Could that street be “saved” or used for
“hidden” parking? Thank you.

Additional resources about the Richardson Olmsted Complex and the Master Plan, as well as a chance to
comment about today’s presentation, are available on the Richardson Center Corporation Website:
www.richardson-olmsted.com. You may also send comments to comments@richardson-olmsted.com or call
the RCC at 716-849-6070.

Richardson Olmsted Complex Public Meeting - Comment Card
January 27, 2009 (use the front and back of this card)
•

Please consider making PUBLIC ACCESS a higher and especially
immediate priority; as with (perhaps) the NY central terminal and
other such sites, many people are aching to get close to the
complex, even in its current state, for tours, cleanup days, etc. This
is a major opportunity for public outreach that could start, should
start, with tours and other events THIS SUMMER!

Additional resources about the Richardson Olmsted Complex and the Master Plan, as well as a chance to
comment about today’s presentation, are available on the Richardson Center Corporation Website:
www.richardson-olmsted.com. You may also send comments to comments@richardson-olmsted.com or call
the RCC at 716-849-6070.

Richardson Olmsted Complex Public Meeting - Comment Card
January 27, 2009 (use the front and back of this card)
•

Thank you for all that you have done so far! Please keep up this
amazing cause!

Additional resources about the Richardson Olmsted Complex and the Master Plan, as well as a chance to
comment about today’s presentation, are available on the Richardson Center Corporation Website:
www.richardson-olmsted.com. You may also send comments to comments@richardson-olmsted.com or call
the RCC at 716-849-6070.

Richardson Olmsted Complex Public Meeting - Comment Card
January 27, 2009 (use the front and back of this card)
•

What are the plans for the green house? It is a dead zone in all of
your renderings. It could be a growing program for the patients,
supplying food for a café.

Additional resources about the Richardson Olmsted Complex and the Master Plan, as well as a chance to
comment about today’s presentation, are available on the Richardson Center Corporation Website:
www.richardson-olmsted.com. You may also send comments to comments@richardson-olmsted.com or call
the RCC at 716-849-6070.

Richardson Olmsted Complex Public Meeting - Comment Card
January 27, 2009 (use the front and back of this card)
•
•
•
•
•

The buildings have large windows. These are ideal for the new solar energy
window blinds technology.
I want the emphasis to be very strong on healing arts…the facilities should be
made available to alternative medicine including: Art, dance, Architecture, Yoga
and Homeopathy.
The growing awareness of nature deficit disorder puts light on
Olmsted/Richardson’s genius.
Community Gardening with patients
Water damage with plant filtration with connection to solving the
Hoyt/Delaware Park Lake pollution

Additional resources about the Richardson Olmsted Complex and the Master Plan, as well as a chance to
comment about today’s presentation, are available on the Richardson Center Corporation Website:
www.richardson-olmsted.com. You may also send comments to comments@richardson-olmsted.com or call
the RCC at 716-849-6070.

Richardson Olmsted Complex Public Meeting - Comment Card
January 27, 2009 (use the front and back of this card)
•

•
•

The plan will take away a very large parking area from Buff State
o Where will the Buff State parking be located?
o Will Buff State drivers use the parallel parking within the Richardson
grounds? Will this occupy ALL of the available parking in the
grounds? Will this prevent visitor parking?
The idea of angled parking along the Elmwood and Forest Ave has merit.
Circuits Landscape- I like this but something is missing from the NW meadow.
Can a large flower garden be put there? Or a variety of foliage at the waterfront
that studies the weather effect on various plants? Or a pond?

Additional resources about the Richardson Olmsted Complex and the Master Plan, as well as a chance to
comment about today’s presentation, are available on the Richardson Center Corporation Website:
www.richardson-olmsted.com. You may also send comments to comments@richardson-olmsted.com or call
the RCC at 716-849-6070.

Richardson Olmsted Complex Public Meeting - Comment Card
January 27, 2009 (use the front and back of this card)
•

I am from Hamburg and my concern was that RCC really has not been
addressed to the public. I keep up with Buffalo through many resources
but many people do not. The first I saw about this project was in the
Buffalo News this park week. Now people who like downtown have
better visions and hopes of Buffalo’s expansions but the suburbanites
feel every project will fail and never come. I think many people benefit
from the Olmstead Parks and more advertising to the immediate suburbs
for support. Locals are aware of what is going on everyone else had NO
CLUE!

Additional resources about the Richardson Olmsted Complex and the Master Plan, as well as a chance to
comment about today’s presentation, are available on the Richardson Center Corporation Website:
www.richardson-olmsted.com. You may also send comments to comments@richardson-olmsted.com or call
the RCC at 716-849-6070.

Richardson Olmsted Complex Public Meeting - Comment Card
January 27, 2009 (use the front and back of this card)
•
•

I think there should be no parking in the South lawn area, between
circuit, count and parallel parking, such needs can be taken care in on the
Northern portion.
I honor that state funding for this idea is not available right now, but
eventually the 3 eastern buildings should be rebuilt, used for mental
health as originally-via the demolition of the past 1968 buildings to the
East and the expansion of a park into this area. Would other uses want to
be next to such a purpose? Right now the Strozzi building is right next to
the complex and these 3 buildings would be just to the worth of the site.

Additional resources about the Richardson Olmsted Complex and the Master Plan, as well as a chance to
comment about today’s presentation, are available on the Richardson Center Corporation Website:
www.richardson-olmsted.com. You may also send comments to comments@richardson-olmsted.com or call
the RCC at 716-849-6070.

Richardson Olmsted Complex Public Meeting - Comment Card
January 27, 2009 (use the front and back of this card)
•
•

I have lived on Bird Ave for over 20 years, hope to live there for at least 20 more,
and cherish my neighborhood. That you for your sensitive presentation and planning.
I’m especially excited about the community use parklands
I hope you know this history and share it to you roughly: Approximately 17 years
ago, Hans Mobius and other Elmwood Forest merchants (ie Bill Sidelle of Half n
Half), sought to build a diagonal parking ‘lot’ between the trees on Forest from
Elmwood westward; the neighbors were outraged as we were concerned about the
health of the trees-research proved they would die. We formed an action group,
Neighbors to Keep the Forest on Forest, the Psyc Center worked with us.

Additional resources about the Richardson Olmsted Complex and the Master Plan, as well as a chance to
comment about today’s presentation, are available on the Richardson Center Corporation Website:
www.richardson-olmsted.com. You may also send comments to comments@richardson-olmsted.com or call
the RCC at 716-849-6070.

Cont: After 2-3 years of pickets, meetings and strong community organizing, the
Common Council of Buffalo passed legislation designating Forest from Reis
Street to Lincoln Parkway a “Designated Walkway” (or Parkway, no parking lots
can be built on that land.)-it leads to Olmsted Parks. I was a member of the
steering committee of NTKTFOF, and have the files and history of this victory—
the trees are still here!! Parking can NOT be built on Forest.

PRELIMINARY LANDSCAPE ALTERNATIVE: CIRCUITS

PRELIMINARY LANDSCAPE ALTERNATIVE: COURTS

PRELIMINARY LANDSCAPE SCHEME: THE PARK AT THE ROC

PRELIMINARY LANDSCAPE SCHEME: NORTH MEADOW AT THE ROC

